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freight tonnage is expected to show modest
growth in 2003, indicating a stable demand
for diesel engines. Any number of factors,
though—economic, political, or competitive—
could change that.

Education

Another area of uncertainty for the long-term
future of the county will be the education
sector. At the 2000 census, 22 percent of

the Bartholomew County adult population age
25 and older held bachelor’s degrees. That
was the twelfth highest rate of all Indiana’s
ninety-two counties. But Indiana as a state
ranks near the bottom among all states in the
nation. Indiana was in forty-third place, with

a level of education on a par with Alabama,
Louisiana, and Tennessee. If Bartholomew
County were a state, it would have ranked
about thirty-second, alongside North Dakota,
Wyoming, and Pennsylvania, but well below
the rates near 30 percent found in Virginia,
Vermont, and Minnesota.

Employment in the educational services
sector has risen gradually in recent years
(see Figure 2). The area’s ability to raise the
level of education in the workforce will be
important in determining whether economic
prosperity comes to Bartholomew County or
gets diverted to Minnesota and Vermont. «
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he Evansville economy has slowed
I significantly since the turn of the

century. The index of economic
activity maintained at the University of
Evansville reached its maximum in 1999,
posted an inconsequential decrease in 2000,
but fell by 3.4 percent in 2001. This compares
to a 0.3 percent growth in national real
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) over the
same time period. The decline was spread
broadly, but there were sharp declines in the
construction and transportation sectors. The
only component of the index to show positive
growth was the financial sector.

The index uses electricity sold to industrial
users as its proxy for industrial production.
The total value of new construction permits
in Vanderburgh County is used to measure
construction activity. Transportation is
measured by annual enplanements at the

Table 1
Index of Economic Activity in Evansville

Construction

Industrial
Production

1995 0.32 0.04 0.27
1996 0.33 0.06 0.27
1997 0.33 0.05 0.28
1998 0.36 0.07 0.28
1999 0.38 0.09 0.29
2000 0.40 0.07 0.29
2001 0.39 0.04 0.28
Change

From 2000 -2.61% -37.45% -1.51%

Evansville Regional Airport. The index uses
metropolitan area employment in wholesale
and retail trade to measure the level of
activity in the trade sector, and employment
in finance, insurance, and real estate as the
finance component of the index. The base
year for the index is 1998 (see Table 1).

The future is uncertain, but it can
be viewed with guarded optimism. Recent
announcements of the expansion of Toyota
and its suppliers, the arrival of Ford in Gibson
County, and the recognition of the area labor
force’s work ethic all speak well for the
future of our area. The obvious downside
risks include the uncertainties of international
terrorism, the engagement of our military
forces abroad, and the effects of further
uncovered financial chicanery on the financial
markets. <

Trade Transportation Finance Index Index
Growth
0.05 0.23 0.90
0.05 0.24 0.94 4.53%
0.06 0.23 0.94 -0.28%
0.06 0.23 1.00 6.21%
0.06 0.26 1.08 8.10%
0.06 0.26 1.08 -0.06%
0.05 0.28 1.04 -3.40%
-13.41% 494%  -3.40%
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